Operation.?The patient was in the prone position with the head end low. To begin with about 40 c.c. of cerebro-spinal fluid were aspirated through a clear area in the skin. This reduced the pressure in the swelling and two converging incisions were made, one on either side of the swelling so as to include an elliptical area of skin which was gradually dissected off the subjacent dura. At the top of the swelling, the two were inseparably adherent and the dura had to be opened at this point letting out few ounces of cerebro-spinal fluid. The redundant skin which contained the two ulcers was then excised. figure 3, plate IX) . Fig. 1 . Fig. 1 . Fig. 2 . Fig. 2 . Fig. 3 . Fig. 3 . April, 1948] APPENDICITIS DUE TO E. HISTOLYTICA : GHOSH 185
The baby was examined a month and again 4 months after the operation. She was thriving well.
The anterior fontanelle pressure was not raised at all. The scar was firm and wellhealed.
Discussion
There are a number of points about this interesting case that merit discussion. First about the time of the operation. Surgeons differ widely about the most suitable time for operation of meningocoele. Mr. Wilfred Trotter (Choyce and Beattie, 1932) for example would wait until the 5th year before operation while Mr. Lambert Rogers (Turner, 1943) Physical and neurological and therefore surgical intervention in such cases has generally been discouraged. That such is not always the case is clearly proved in this instance.
In conclusion, one realizes that the successful outcome of this operation resulted from the co-operation of the house medical officers, the nurses and the physicians whose helpful advice at a critical post-operative period was most welcome.
